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Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 / Feb. 19 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National 
Emergency Relating to Cuba and the Emergency Authority Relating to the 
Regulation of the Anchorage and Movement of Vessels 
February 18, 2005 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication, 
which states that the emergency declared 
with respect to the Government of Cuba’s 
destruction of two unarmed U.S.-registered 

civilian aircraft in international airspace 
north of Cuba on February 24, 1996, as 
amended and expanded on February 26, 
2004, is to continue in effect beyond March 
1, 2005. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. An original was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this let-
ter. The notice is listed in Appendix D at 
the end of this volume. 

The President’s Radio Address 
February 19, 2005 

Good morning. Tomorrow I leave on a 
trip to Europe, where I will reaffirm the 
importance of our transatlantic relationship 
with our European friends and allies. 

Over the last several weeks, the world 
has witnessed momentous events, Palestin-
ians voting for an end to violence, Ukrain-
ians standing up for their democratic rights, 
Iraqis going to the polls in free elections. 
And in Europe, I will talk with leaders 
at NATO and the European Union about 
how we can work together to take advan-
tage of the historic opportunities now be-
fore us. 

Leaders on both sides of the Atlantic un-
derstand that the hopes for peace in the 
world depend on the continued unity of 
free nations. We do not accept a false cari-
cature that divides the Western world be-
tween an idealistic United States and a cyn-
ical Europe. America and Europe are the 

pillars of the free world. We share the same 
belief in freedom and the rights of every 
individual, and we are working together 
across the globe to advance our common 
interest and common values. 

In Iraq, our shared commitment to free 
elections has stripped the car bombers and 
assassins of their most powerful weapon, 
their claim to represent the wishes and as-
pirations of the Iraqi people. In these elec-
tions, the European Union provided vital 
technical assistance. NATO is helping to 
train army officers, police, and civilian ad-
ministrators of a new Iraq. And 21 of our 
European coalition partners are providing 
forces on the ground. America and Europe 
are also working together to advance the 
cause of peace in the Holy Land, where 
we share the same goal of two democratic 
states, Israel and Palestine, living side by 
side in peace and freedom. 
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